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DDDiiiggggggiiinnnggg   DDDaaaddd’’’sss   AAArrrmmmyyy---   
TTThhheee   EEEaaasssttt   aaannnddd   SSSooouuuttthhh---EEEaaasssttt   LLLooonnndddooonnn   PPPeeeooopppllleee’’’sss   

WWWaaarrr   PPPrrrooojjjeeecccttt   

 
 
 

 

Launch Seminar for a new archaeological project: 
Saturday 7 March 2009 from 11.00-13.00 

at 
Shrewsbury House  

Shooters Hill 
Woolwich 

London SE18 
 
 

Welcome to Digging Dad’s Army.   
 
Digging Dad’s Army: The East and South-East London People’s War Project, is a new multi-
disciplinary, community based research project centered on a study area in the south east and 
east London Boroughs of Greenwich, Barking and Dagenham, Waltham Forest and Newham. 
 
The project will be launched at a Seminar on Saturday 7 March which will explore aims and 
research questions and discuss the creation of an effective structure to deliver the Project. 
 
The Seminar is open to Archaeologists, Historians, members of the Museum and Archive Sector, 
Educationalists, and representatives of existing National and Local Research Groups and 
Learned Societies.  We will also be inviting people with an interest in interpretation such as those 
working in historic military vehicle preservation, building recording, preservation and interpretation 
and Living History/Costumed Interpretation. 
 
The Seminar will take place at Shrewsbury House, Shooters Hill, now a community centre but in 
WW2 the ARP Control Centre for Woolwich.  
 
The seminar run from 11.00am to 1pm.  In the afternoon, for those interested, Andy Brockman 
will lead a tour of sites related to WW1 and WW2 on Shooters Hill including those related to Anti 
Invasion Stop Line Central as described in the most recent edition of Current Archaeology. 
 
The Tour will leave from the Oxleas Café at 14.15.  Please indicate if you would be interested in 
joining the tour when you RSVP. 
 
 

Aims of the Digging Dad’s Army Project 
 
The term ‘people’s war’ is often used of 20

th
 century wars (as on the BBC website of the same 

name), but is seldom defined and hardly ever explored archaeologically. The East and South-
East London People’s War Project (ESELPWP) aims to create a multi-disciplinary but essentially 
field-based project that will explore all aspects of the experience of modern conflict in a densely 
populated urban landscape. 
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The ESELPWP will use research into official and community archives, oral history, and 
archaeological reconnaissance, survey, excavation, and recording to explore the militarised 
landscapes and popular experience of modern conflict between 1914 and 1945. 
 
The study area will extend from the Eltham/Shooters Hill area in SE London, through the 
Woolwich Arsenal/Creekmouth area, to the Wanstead Flats area of E London. 
 
The choice of this study area (the precise limits to be left open) reflects the following: 
 

1. An established project at Shooters Hill 
2. A planned project at Wanstead Flats 
3. Provisional interest in First World War air defences at Creekmouth 
4. The size and importance of the Woolwich Arsenal arms research, production, and 

distribution complex during the first half of the 20
th
 century, including both world wars and 

the start of the Cold War. 
5. That the area corresponds to the Second World War anti-invasion Stop Line B. 
6. That the area corresponds to a First World War air-defence line (with two known balloon-

aprons, one at Creekmouth, one at Wanstead Flats), and AAA positions at Woolwich 
Garrison, Shooters Hill, One Tree Hill, and elsewhere. 

7. That an area of this size is manageable yet large enough to encompass the geographical 
spread of interrelated air-defence installations. 

8. That, in relation to the 20
th
 century air-defence of London, the River Thames was a giant 

navigational aid rather than a barrier, necessitating north-south, rather than east-west, 
axes of defence. 

 
 

Current research interests 
 
This project arises out of previous work by leading participants, and constitutes a logical 
development of their evolving research interests as field-based modern conflict archaeologists. Of 
particular relevance are the following current research interests (though this does not in any way 
preclude the development of new ones): 
 

1. The development of British air-defences in 1915-1918, both in response to Zeppelin raids 
(1915-1918), and later to Gotha and Giant raids (1917-1918).  

2. The development of British ‘stop-line’ anti-invasion defences in a heavily urbanised 
environment in 1939-1945. 

3. The development of British air-defences from the mid 1930s to 1945.  
4. Popular experience of, and participation in, the militarisation of East London during the 

Second World War, particularly in the context of working class politics and popular 
fascism and anti-fascism; specifically, alternative conceptions of the war rooted in political 
differences, e.g. in relation to the Home Guard. 

5. The culture of commemoration and remembrance, from the personal (e.g. ‘trench art’ and 
family photos), through the collective (e.g. war memorials), to the official (e.g. the listing 
and preservation of wartime buildings) as well as the interpretation of the subject to 
contemporary audiences in Museums, through the Arts and at public events such as 
Living History/Costumed Interpretation events. 
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Planned Fieldwork in 2009 
 
A field reconnaissance of the Creekmouth area to explore a) the site of a former airship shed 
where Zeppelin crash-debris was stored during the First World War; and b) the site of a balloon 
bed from the First World War.  
 
A field project with training school to be based at Shooters Hill (but with the possibility of some 
work at other places) from 13 to 21 June 2009. This to comprise: 
 

1. A 2-day Introduction to Modern Conflict Archaeology course (13-14 June) 
2. A 5-day Basic Excavation and Recording Techniques course (15-19 June) 
3. A 2-day Standing-buildings Recording course (20-21 June) 

 
The field project will be directed and taught by Andy Brockman and Neil Faulkner, with other 
specialist tutors. Features for investigation and recording will include: a barrage-balloon bed; the 
debris of a balloon site; a zigzag trench; a possible World War One AAA gun-site and public and 
private air-raid shelters. 
 
 

Looking ahead 
 
ESELPWP is keen to ensure that this project leaves a practical legacy and lays the ground for 
further research.  In order to achieve this the project will: 
 

1. Actively develop means of archiving and disseminating ESELPWP data to ensure its 
preservation and accessibility to other researchers as soon as possible after collection. 

 
2. Conduct a training workshop aimed at developing a core team of skilled community-

based team members who will work in such areas as oral history and local archive 
research.  

 
Other fieldwork may take place as opportunities are identified. 
 
This document has been compiled after preliminary discussions involving Dr Neil Faulkner, Dr 
Nicholas Saunders, Martin Kender and Andy Brockman.  
 
 
 
 

If you intend to come to the launch on 7 March please RSVP to Andy Brockman 
e-mail  andy.archaeology@virgin.net 

Phone:  0208 316 6358 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Illustration: London Bomb Damage Map for the Shrewsbury House area of Shooters Hill- 
Courtesy of Greenwich Heritage Centre 
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Digging Dad’s Army 
The East and South-East London People’s War Project 

 
 

An Invitation to the Launch Seminar 
 

Date:  Saturday 7 March 2009 
 

Time:  11.00-13.00 
 

14.15 to approx 16.30: Optional guided walking tour of the Conflict Archaeology of 
Shooters Hill and Stop Line Central 

 
Venue:  Shrewsbury House 

Bushmoor Crescent 
 Shooters Hill 

 Woolwich  
LONDON SE18 3EG 

 
 

Telephone:  0208 854 3895 [Porters Lodge] 
07958 543518 [Andy Brockman- Seminar Co-Chair] 

 
 

Directions to Shrewsbury House. 
 
From Central London 
  
From Charing Cross/London Bridge or Canon Street, take a train to Woolwich Arsenal BR Station 
or the DLR from Bank to Woolwich Arsenal. 
 
At Woolwich Arsenal Station Bus Stop G take the Route Bus 244  Headboard - Woolwich 
Common and Queen Elizabeth Hospital.  
[NOT the Abbey Wood 244 Service which passes the same stop]. 
 
Get off at the Shooters Hill Fire Station Stop. 
 
Walk north down Plum Lane [towards the river].  You will see a Bronze Age burial mound on your 
left. Shrewsbury House is signposted Right off Plum Lane. 
 
Turn Right into Mereworth Drive. 
 
Very shortly afterwards turn Right into Bushmore Crescent. 
 
Shrewsbury House is on the Left set back from the road. [G7 Map 90 in the London A to Z]. 
 
NB:  If you are coming to a station other than Woolwich Arsenal please contact Andy Brockman 
for directions. 
 
 
By Car 
 
Take the A207 Shooters Hill Road towards Welling. 
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At the summit of Shooters Hill [by the Bull Public House] turn left into Shrewsbury Lane. 
 
Continue north down Shrewsbury Lane until it turns into Plum Lane. 
 
You will see a Bronze Age burial mound on your left. Shrewsbury House is signposted Right off of 
Plum Lane. 
 
Turn Right into Mereworth Drive. 
 
Very shortly afterwards turn Right into Bushmore Crescent. 
 
Shrewsbury House is on the Left set back from the road. [G7 Map 90 in the London A to Z]. 
 
There is very limited car parking in the Shrewsbury House Car Park but the surrounding streets 
are un-restricted.  Please park with consideration. 
 
 
Food and Drink 
 
Unfortunately the Shrewsbury House Café is closed on Saturdays, however Drinks machines are 
available and you may bring your own refreshments. 
 
For lunch the nearest venues are The Bull, Public House at the Shrewsbury Lane junction with 
Shooters Hill Road, approximately 10 minutes walk from Shrewsbury House which offers a 
decent pint but a very basic pub menu and the excellent Oxleas Café about 15 minutes walk 
away.   
 
There is also a local newsagents/general store selling drinks, sandwiches, pies and pasties etc in 
Foxcroft Road again about 10 minutes walk towards Oxleas Wood and Shooters Hill Road. 
 
 
NB 
Mobile Phone reception is notoriously bad on the summit of Shooters Hill- it probably has to do 
with the number of mobile relays in the area and the fact it is the highest point in south east 
London! 
 
If you need to contact the organisers on the day please try the Shrewsbury House Porters Lodge 
Number [0208 854 3895] if you cannot get through to Andy Brockman’s mobile. 
 

 
 
 


